
445 12th street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 
,IAN 2 8 2003 

Distribution Center 
I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total concentration 
of owmrship in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio. broadcast and 
newspaper industries by a hadid of companies is 
akrady drnnagiag our democracy. Ahdy dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions 
that, for example, keep a single television network firom owning stations thst broadcast to more than 35 percent 
of the nation's homes or a single company h m  owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are 
crucially 
importatd ifwe are to p r o t e c t  our nationiiwlthe Very real dangns 
of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathas undemtood, a free, diverse and vigomuspms is a necess~fy bedrock 
Ewndation for a functioning democracy. In recent deades, however, responsiblenews coverage and the 
#on of a broad range ofpolitid views have become increasingly threatened Corporate chains now 
control nearly all radio and television Stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departmnts, the dumb%- 
down of political coverage, andeven dangmus demagoguery have become the nom in America's mainstream 
media 

Thostprivllte interests who suppoa gutting& FCCs mediaowmrshipregulationspointto new mediaavenues 
like cable tclevisionaad the Intanet. He, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
~whatiaformationthevestmajori~ofAtnedcansreceiveonadailybasis. Themassive 
telecommunications lobby d e f d  repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is tk FWs responsibility to defend the rights of unwmers not corjmations. 

Aa part ofyour 9o.day comment period, I am asking you to stand up forthe ike marscetplace of ideas supported 
by afne,&vem diadependatpmby supposing andstrengtheningcwrent limits onmedia ownership 
 lida at ion 

I also wantto urge you in the strongestway to reachout to ordinary citiaens to heat their views, rather than to 
the well-paid lobbyists ofthose who stand to benefit W i y  fiom changing the FCCk rules. 
I look f o d  to hearing where you stand on this importent i s m .  

Sincerely, A 


